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Proceedings of the Eighth Annual Meet- 
ing of Medical Superintendents of American 
Institutions for the Insane, held at Balti- 
more, May 10, 1853.—The Association met 
at the Eutaw House, Baltimore, at 10 A.M., 
on the 10thof May. The following gen- 
tlemen were present :— 


Dr. Francis T. Strisirne, of the West- 
ern Asylum, Virginia. Dr. T. S. King- 
BRIDE, of the Pennsylvania Hospital for the} The meeting was called to order by Dr. 
Insane, Philadelphia. Dr. N. D. Bene. } Burro.rn, the Secretary. 
pict, of the New York State Lunatic Agy-| Inthe temporary absence of the President, 
lum, Utica. Dr. Tyrer, New Hampshire} Dr. Stribling was called to the chair. 
Asylum, Concord. Dr. Joun Curwen, of} On motion of Dr. Kirkbride, it was— 
the Pennsylvania State Lunatic Hospital, Resolved, That each member be author- 
Harrisburg. Dr. C. H. Nicnoxs, of | ized to invite such individuals and friends 

8 





U.S. Hospital for the Insane, Washington. } as he may think proper to attend the meet- 
Dr. H. A. Burro.rn, of the New Jersey? ing of this Association. 

State Lunatic Asylum, Trenton. Dr. J.; On motion of Dr. Fonerden, that a com- 
Fonerpen, of the Maryland Hospital, Balti- 3 mittee be appointed by the chair to prepare 
more. Dr. W.H. Sroxes, of the Mount} and arrange business for the meeting, the 
Hope Institution, Baltimore. Dr. R. J.3 President named Drs. Fonerden, Kirkbride, 
Parrerson, of the Indiana Hospital for the’ and Buttolph. 
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A resolution moved by Dr. Tyler, that a 
committee be appointed to nominate a place 
for the next Annual Meeting, was unani- 
mously agreed to; and Drs. Nichols, Cur- 


wen, and Tyler were appointed such com.- ‘ 


mittee. 


Dr. Kirkbride laid before the Association ’ 


the plans of the Alabama Hospital for the 
Insane, now being erected at Tuscaloosa, 
which had been designed by himself, and 


drawn under his supervision. Dr. K. ac- ’ 


companied the exhibition of the drawing, 


with some details of the improvements made ‘ 
The Association ‘ 


in its arrangements. 
warmly approved of the plans. 

Dr. Nichols then requested the attention 
of the Association to the plans of the pro- 


posed new Asylum for the Insane of the | 
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a part, Dr. Stribling said he thought that 
in a Southern climate they were objection- 
able; Dr. Benedict thought that in no cli- 
mate were they expedient. 

Dr. Jarvis announced that he had received 
‘two papers from Dr. Galt, of the Eastern 
Asylum, Virginia; one ‘‘ On the Lincoln 
Lunatic Asylum (England), and the Method 
of Treatment there,”’ the other ‘‘ on Pledges 
by the Insane,’’ which on motion of Dr. 
Fonerden were referred to the Business 
Committee. 

On motion of Dr. Kirkbride, Dr. Galt’s 
paper on ‘‘ Pledges,’’ was read by Dr. 
: Nichols, 

On motion of Dr. Steuart, President of 
the Board of Directors of the Maryland 
Hospital, Mr. Niernsee, the architect of the 





Army and Navy, and of the District of Co- ' New State Hospital for the Insane of Mary- 
lumbia, designed by him, and wrought out , ‘land, laid the plans of that edifice before 
by R. U. Walter, Esq., and which had ‘the Association. Complied with. 
been approved of by the National Govern- } ; Dr. Steuart explained that the ‘‘ Proposi- 
ment. Among other things, Dr. N. called | tions as to the Construction of Insane Hos. 
attention to one point, viz., that the water | pitals,”’ adopted by the Association, had 
and waste pipes, &c., are so arranged and ; been kept in view in designing the present 
combined that in the event of any repairs be- ‘ | Institution, but that owing to the site, and 
ing needed they are easily accessible. The | ? other local or State causes, it had been found 
limited appropriation made by the Act of necessary to modify, without entirely de- 
Congress which provides for the erection and | parting from, some of its details. 
establishment of this Hospital, rendered it} The plan combines both the single and 
impossible, or at least inexpedient, to lay the : double range of rooms, a corridor and single 
foundation of the whole structure at once, ‘rooms for the best and worst patients, and 
and it was therefore proposed to lay out and ’ rooms on both sides of the corridor for the 
finish one wing only, at present, leaving the | intermediateclass. This combination seem- 
erection of the remainder, the centre build- ; ; ed to meet with the approbation of the Asso- 
ing and the other wing, to be provided for ' { ciation. 
by farther appropriations. Dr. W. H. Stokes, on behalf of the Sisters 
Dr. Kirkbride regarded the arrangement ‘ of Charity of the Mount Hope Institution, 
ef the water, waste, and uther pipes made 3 tendered an invitation to the Association to 
by Dr. Nichols, as one of the greatest im- ‘visit that establishment on Wednesday 
provements lately introduced. He (Dr. K.)' afternoon. Referred to Business Com- 
thought that much credit was also due Dr. ; mittee. 
Nichols for the mode he has adopted inthe? Adjourned to 1 P.M. 
erection of the Hospital, viz-, by commenc- ; } 
ing at the extremity of one wing, and thus; Afternoon Session. 
doing practically what the Association be- ; At 1 P.M. the members reassembled, 
lieves in theoretically. He (Dr. Kk.) thought? when Dr. Luther V. Bell, of the McLean 
it should be always borne in mind that if} Asylum, the president, Dr. Isaac Ray, of 
the funds appropriated to an Insane. Hos- ; the Butler Hospital, the vice- president, and 
pital are insufficient to finish it according to ; Dr. Stewart, of Blockley, appeared and took 
a most liberal estimate, or doubtful, and that ; their seats as members of the Association. 
if it is found necessary to neglect any portion? An invitation to visit the Maryland Alms- 
of it at the outset it should be the centre? house, and the site of the New State Hos- 
building and not the wings. pital for the Insane having been accepted 
In the course of a conversation as to the by the Association, and carriages being then 
advisability of basement kitchens, in which ’ in waiting to convey the members thither, 
Drs. Fonerden, Benedict, aud Nichols took ’ no session was held. 


‘ 
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The Association first proceeded to the; Dr. Kirkbride objected to some of the 
Alimshouse, which is located about two miles ; sentiments of the paper. The almost indis- 
from the city, amongst very pleasant’ criminate admission of visitors, supported 
grounds, and upon a beautiful farm of some! by the author, he thought very hurtful. 
300 acres in extent. The General Hospital; While no respectable institution would ob- 
appears to be very well conducted, but in ; ject to the admission of visitors under pro- 
the wards set apart for the Insane was seen } per regulations, and within certain bounds, 
a type of the treatment which this unfortu- ; he (Dr. K ) would never allow any visitor 
nate class of our fellow-beings were sub- ; to enter a hall inhabited by patients of even 
jected to in the darkest periods of their his-; the best class without having an officer in 
tory. The Members of the Association} attendance upon him, in the institution that 
keenly felt the reproach their condition is to; he was connected with. 
the age in which we live ; and, consequently,; Dr. Benedict thought that everything 
could not but express themselves strongly ; good, as regarded the treatment of the In- 
in reprobation of the treatment that obtains / sane, recommended in the paper has been 
there. { adopted and practised for a great number of 

From the Almshouse, a ride of some four ; years in every institution making any pre- 
miles took the members to the site of the | tensions to respectability in the country. 
New Asylum for the Insane. A violent } He (Dr. B ) felt bound to express his entire 
storm of rain which occurred prevented the § dissent with the author of the paperon many 
members from walking over the site, but} subjects treated of in the paper just read. 
tke drive through the grounds, and a short; He most cordially concurred with Dr. Kirk- 
space of clear weather when on the site, en- ; bride’s remarks relative to the admission of 
abled them fully to appreciate the discrimi- } visitors, and must state that in his opinion 
nation which had selected this spot for the} a too free admission of visitors instead of 
new structure. The prospect on all sides; proving beneficial to the patients, resulted 
of a highly cultivated country, dotted with in a positive injury. 
villas and country: seats, of Baltimore, lying; After some farther remarks from Drs. 
about five miles distant—of the moving pa- } Stribling, Stewart (of Blockley), and Bell, 
norama, presented by the shipping on Chesa- following the same line of argument, and 
peake Bay—of the Eastern shore of Mary-‘ deeming the views advanced rather retro- 
land, and of the Atlantic: Ocean beyond, ; gressive than otherwise, the paper was laid 
with its contiguity and accessibility by rail. /on the table. 
road, in addition to the water privileges it} Dr. Kirkbride read a paper ‘‘ On the Night 
enjoys, and other desiderata, combine to; ‘ Care of the Insane.” 
make the location a most desirable one. ; The Association then adjourned to 9 
Dr. Steuart, the President of the Board of A.M. 

Directors, on whom was delegated the very } . rier 
responsible trust of selecting the site, had ; Second Day—Morning Session. 
visited and inspected a great number of Dr. Smith, of the Missouri State Lunatic 
places with this view, but “found none that; Asylum, took his seat as a member of the 
agreed so fully with the requirements of the! Association. 

‘‘ Propositions on the Construction of Hos-; Dr. Ray exhibited two specimens of 
pitals.”” Great credit is due Dr. Steuart ; Jones’s Compression Faucet—one being the 
for his untiring and most philanthropic exer- old, and the other a much improved one, 
tions in the cause of the Insane of his native ; ; having the advantage of being easily packed, 


State. } &e. 
Evening Session. Dr. Bullock laig on the table the plans of 
$ 


At 6 P.M. the members met at their; the new Asylum for the Insane of King’s 
Session Room. > County, New York, which met with the 
Dr. Bell read Dr. Galt’s paper ‘‘ On the} unanimous approbation of the’ Association. 
Lincoln Lunatic Asylum,”’ (England.) The paper read by Dr. Kirkbride the 
In this paper, the writer expresses himself evening before, ‘‘ On the Night Care of the 
as much pleased with various modes of Insane,’’ was then taken up and discussed. 
| 
j 





treatment adopted there, quite dissonant; Dr. Benedict concurred most fully in the 
with the views and sentiments entertained } views expressed by Dr. Kirkbride in his 
by the Association. paper. He thought that the night care of 
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the Insane was so generally acknowledged ; tained. The institution is without a night- 
and understood, as to render it almost supe- } watch now, however. 

rerogatory to say anything in its favour. In} Dr. Nichols replied, that to his prede- 
his own experience a fire had been disco- } cessor at Bloomingdale, Dr. Pliny Earle, 
vered by the night attendant, and the alarm § was due the credit of having originated a 
given, which, without this means of detec- } night-watch there. He (Dr. N.), feeling 
tion would, undoubtedly, have wrapped the ; convinced of the utility of the plan, had 
building in flames. He considered a night- ; maintained a night-watch there; he also 
watch extremely useful in keeping up the; concurred in the views expressed in Dr. 
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police of an institution. He had also derived ; 
much benefit from the night- watch in curing 

filthy habits among a certain class of pa- ; 
tients. 3 

Dr. Curwen employs a night-watch, and ° 
fully coincides in Dr. Kirkbride’s views as; 
tothe advisability of having a more extended ¢ 
care of the Insane at night. Dr. C. dwelt : 
at some length on the very great benefits 
derivable from the night-watch in the cure 
of filthy habits in chronic cases; instancing 
several cases in his experience where a 
radical cure had been effected. 

Drs. Smith, Stewart (of Blockley), Pat- 
terson, and Stribling, concurred in the utility 
of the night-watch. In the institutions under 
their charge a night-watch is regularly em- 
ployed. 

Drs. Tyler, Walker, and Bullock were 
much pleased with the paper. No night- 
watch is employed in their institutions. 

Dr. Ray dwelt at some length upon the 
merits of the paper, and upon the general 
question involved. He thought that there 
was a proneness to prefer our own indivi- 
dual ways, without giving to other plans 
that mature consideration which was desira- 
ble, and atrial, which alone would enable 
us to find out whether the same objects can 
not be attained by other, and Jess objection- 
able means. He employs no night-watch, 
and thinks himself better off without them. 

Dr. Jarvis said that, having private at- 
tendants for each patient under his charge, 
who also sleep with them, he did not keep 
up any night attendance, other than was 
necessary in case of sickness. 

Dr. Kendrick said that a watchman was 
employed at the institution at Columbus, 
who passes through the halls. He, how- 
ever, relied much upon putting two patients 
together for their mutual safety. 

Dr. Brown stated that for thirty years 
Bloomingdale Asylum had been without 
any regular night-watch, but he believed 





Kirkbride’s paper. 

Dr. Bell said, that to keep an outside 
watchman to guard against fire was a debt 
paid to public sentiment. He must con- 
fess that he was not prepared to admit the 
necessity or utility of an in-door watchman 
as much as the tone of the paper seemed to 
imply. After the catastrophe at the Maine 
Hospital, it had been tried at the McLean 
Asylum, but gradually fell into desuetude. 
A watchman seemed to keep the whole 
house in an uproar—patients would fancy 
themselves seriously unwell, and having a 
messenger at hand would insist on seeing 
the Doctor immediately. As to the watch- 
man being able to prevent suicide, that he 
thought almost impossible, for the chances 
were as 100 to 1 against his being on the 
spot where, and at the moment when sui- 
cide was being committed. The care of 
suicidal patients was so important that he 
thought it should not be’ intrusted to the 
casual visits and divided attention ofa watch- 
man. Attendants are watchmen; and they 
should be impressed with the necessity of 
disciplining themselves to sleep lightly: 
this is quite possible; cases are plenty in 
which persons have so accustomed them- 
selves to sleep lightly that the least un- 
usual noise awakensthem. Homicidal and 
suicidal mania are so often coexistent that 
he thought no two patients should ever be 
put together; no attendant even should be 
put to sleep in a room with a suicidal pa- 
tient, but an open latticed door should di- 
vide them. Persons in whom it was not 
known that a propensity to suicide existed 
were those who most frequently success- 
fully perpetrated the act. The calling up 
of filthy patients by the watchman might 
have a good effect in cases of dementia, but 
not in mania. 

Dr. Kirkbride explained some points 
treated of in the paper which had formed 
grounds of remark. He said he was cog- 





that during Dr. Nichols’s time, who has so ; nizant of two cases of suicide having been 
recently discharged the duties of Superin- ’ successfully prevented by the night-watch, 
tendent there, that a night-watch was main- and nothing but the constant vigilance of 


¢ 
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attentive persons can prevent suicide. He j pastage, and which he thought had long been 
thought that the noise caused by the watch- } exploded from our Institutions, were still in 


man, which Dr. Bell made a ground of ob- 
jection to the use of a night- watch, might 
be easily remedied by having the duties 
fulfilled by a careful person; he had known 
these duties performed with so much quiet- 
ness that the patients were actually not 
aware that the watchman passed through 
their halls. He thought that in justice to 
the attendants who are employed in the 
harassing care of insane patients they should 
be relieved at night from the responsibility 
which attaches to their duties. Many at- 
tendants would sink under the weight of 
the thought that the responsibility of suicidal 
patients rested upon them when retiring at 
night. This idea would also prevent their 
having a sufficiency of sleep, than which 
nothing was more injurious, as it tended tu 





existence. He protested against any such 
coercionary means, and against the inference 
that the gentleman had conveyed that either 
shower-baths or any other coercionary 
means were permitted, or were in use 
among us. 

Dr Jarvis had used injections of tepid 
water with very beneficial effects, not as 
coercionary, but as medical means of treat- 
meat, 

Dr. Bell said that some little favours and 
privileges might be granted, the withdrawal 
of which would be considered a punish- 
ment; farther than this he could not go. 
The use of injections in a medical point of 
view he was quite prepared to admit, but to 
use ice- water injections as a coercionary 
means he thought inadmissible, and in the 


make thern irritable. He thought that it} presentage censurable. Modern and ancient 


should be impressed upon attendants to ac- 


hospitals are distinguished from each other 


custom themselves to sleep through all{by this axiom, ‘‘ Putients, nowadays, are 


noises, as it was thus only that they would 
be able to take that amount of sleep which 
was essential to the due performance of 
their duties. An occasional watch was 
worse than useless; and, in his opinion, a 
regular night- watch only was to be tolerated. 
Filthy habits in eight or nine chronic cases, 
with which he is acquainted, have been en 

tirely cured in less than a twelvemonth by 
means of the night-watch. One night- 
watch, that is, one of each sex, should 
always be employed; two, and iv some in- 
stitutions, four, might be employed with 
advantage. 

Dr. Kendrick said that the cure of filthy 
habits having formed rather a prominent 
subject of remark in the present discussion. 
he would take the liberty of throwing out a 
suggestion on this point, that the members 
of the Association might, perhaps, consider 
aseful. He had known very advantageous 
results follow the use of injections of ice- 
water into the rectum. It was a mode of 
treatment adopted by him for the cure of 
filthy habits. The effect of the injection 
was to cause intense pain fora few momenis, 
but he had never found it to fail in the de- 
sired result. Dr. Kendrick also alluded to 
the use of shower-baths. 

Dr. Kirkbride would wish to raise his 
voice against the use of any means of tor- 
ture. 

Dr. Benedict was much surprised to learn 

‘ that any means partaking of the usages of a 


not responsible’? A dose of senna or aloes 
would distress and gripe a patient very 
much; but if a medical man was to call a 
patient aside and tell him: ‘* You have done 
so and so, which is wrong, and now to 
punish you for this I am going to give yon 
a dose of something which will gripe you 
terribly,” this he (Dr. Bell) thovght was 
equally wrongas to use the lash, the shower- 
bath, or the ice-water injections, although 
at the same time it might be, that the pa- 
tient stood in need of, and would be benefited 
by, a strong cathartic. He would wish to 
reiterate what had been already said by Drs. 
Kirkbride and Benedict, and have it widely 
and distinctly known that the views and 
sentiments of this Association are directly 
and emphatically adverse to any penal or 
coercionary means being used or permitted 
in our Hospitals for the Insane. 

Dr. Nichols then read a paper by Dr. 
Galt, ‘‘ On Pledges by the Insane.” 

A short conversation ensued on the sub- 
ject matter of the paper, in which Drs. But- 
tolph and Kirkbride, tovk a part. 

On a motion that the paper be laid on the 
table, j 

Dr. Bell said that no ore, perhaps, in the 
United States, had given more attention or 
had made greater or more frequent trials 
on this subject than the late Dr Woodward. 
But Dr. Woodward’s views had very mate- 





rially changed on this question, a few years 
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before his death, adversely to the accepting views of the argument, but who appeared to 

of pledges from the insane. > be, however, largely in the minority, the 
The paper was then laid on the table for ; Association adjourned to 34 P. M. 

future discussion. [The press of other: f 

matter subsequently, however, prevented } Afternoon Session. 

this discussion being resumed.] The Association having met at the hour 
After an interval of ten minutes, ‘ appointed for its afternoon session, and inti- 
Dr. Jarvis read a paper ‘‘ On the Effects; mation being given that the carriages to 

of over or perverted Action of the Brain or ; convey the members to the Mount Hope 

Nervous System on Mental Health.” } Asylum were then in waiting, it was agreed 
A communication from the Business Com- that the Association be farther adjourned to 

mittee relative to the visit of the Association } 6 P. M. 

to the Maryland Hospital having been made, The Mount Hope Institution is pleasantly 

Dr. Kirkbride said, that he thought Dr. } situated within a short distance of Balti- 

Jervis had conferred a favour upon the com. } more ; indeed, so near is it, that the exten- 

munity by the production of the paper just } sion and improvements of the city, and the 

read by him. ; opening of new streets so far encroach upon 
Dr. Ray fully indorsed the views advanced ; its privacy, that but a short time can elapse 

in the paper, and the principles of education, ; before its removal to a more retired location 

modes and manner of life recommended by { will be necessary. The eighteen acres of 


Dr. Jarvis. 

The paper was farther discussed by Drs. 
Fonerden, Bell, Smith, and Jarvis. During ' 
a rather desultory conversation that arose, ' 
casual reference was made to the phrenolo- ! 
gical doctrines of the agency of the brain in ' 
the action of the mind. On this point very : 
different views and opinions were held ° 
among the members of the Association. 

Dr. Bell said he was not prepared to say 
that the brain is the sole organ of thought; : 
he had no reason to believe otherwise than ‘ 
that it is the whole, and not any one part 
of the Nervous System that performs this ° 
function, and in which the faculty exists. 
Autopsies generally present no material le- : 
sion of the brain ; changes, indeed, there are : 
to be seen, but which may have occurred in } 
articulo mortis. What symptoms have we ; 
seen that can lead us to infer that the brain ; 
is the sole organ of the mind? How rare it 
is for our patients to complain of pain in the 
head, and how entirely inefficient have all 
counter-irritants hitherto proved in diseases ' 
of the brain! He fully admitted the great 
importance of education as having reference 
to phrenology—educating the faculties, and } 
not the-organs. All knew, too, : ; 
that functional diseases eventually became } 
organic. In conclusion, he (Dr. Bell) thought 
that it was false philosophy to assume that } 


{land belonging to the institution are taste- 
‘fully laid out in pleasure-grounds, walks, 


gardens, &c. &c. It is entirely under the 
control of the Sisters of Charity, Dr. Stokes, 
its excellent physician having charge only 
of the medical department, and who bears 
warm testimony to the high and efficient 
qualifications of the Sisters for the duties 
they fulfil. The very neat order and thorough 


‘cleanliness maintained in every part of the 


‘ establishment, the general appearance of the 
patients and their freedom from restraint re- 
flect much credit on all concerned with it. 
The members having examined every part 


Sof the house under the guidance of Dr. 
: Stokes, sat down to a very elegant cold col- 


: lation prepared forthem. The Association 
‘then returned to the Eutaw House much 
’ pleased with their visit, and with the kind 
and hospitable manner in which they had 
; been received by the Sisters. 


Evening Session. 


The Association assembled at their Ses- 
‘sion Room in the Eutaw House, at 6 P. M. 

Dr. Ray read a paper ‘‘ On Undescribed 
} Forms of Acute Maniacal Disease.’’ 

On motion of Dr. Tyler, the discussion 


of this paper was deferred for the present, 
and the Association adjourned to 9 A. M. 


The remainder of the evening was passed 





the brain, only, is the seat of mind; nor will ; , by the members of the Association at the 
any examination that can be made, show us : hospitable mansion of Dr. Steuart, President 
the seat of mind—neither the mind nor its} of the Board of Directors of the Maryland 





seat being visible to physical examination. 
After a few words from Drs. Smith and 


Hospital, whose name is intimately blended 
with all the improvements made in the con- 


Buttolph, who favoured the phrenological } dition of the Insane of Maryland. 
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charge during the past, than in any previous 


The Association having met at the hour} Year, and with very satisfactory results. 


appointed, proceeded to discuss the paper 
read last evening by Dr. Ray, “‘ On Unde- 
scribed Forms of Acute Maniacal Disease.’’ 


More fully to elucidate the discussion 
which followed, and to explain the bearing 
of some of the arguments advanced, we ex- 
tract and condense some portions of this very 
interesting paper, which will appear in full 
in the next number of the Journal of In- 
sanity. 





Dr. Ray describes seven cases that he 
had received, of which six terminated fatally. 
The Doctor then proceeds to state that} 
though ‘“‘examples might be multiplied, } 


| 


2 


Dr. Patterson had not met with any cases 
in the patients under his charge, presenting 
the types or symptoms of the disease de- 
scribed. Doubtless cases did occur in the 
section of country where he resided, but the 
probability was that they were kept at home, 
where they died. Patients are not con- 
veyed early to the asylum in his State. 


Dr. Walker had met with one case in 
which the symptoms had assumed such a 
character that it was deemed advisable to 
have a Coroner’s inquest to inquire into the 
matter, as strong suspicions were held in 
the community that the deceased had come 


« . ° 2 H e H 
enough had been given, to justify the doubt, ; t® his death by foul means ; this, however, 
whether all the anomalous cases of acute ; W28 not the verdict of the jury, and he felt 
maniacal disease, which are now so fre-} 20 hesitation in saying that it was one of 





quently witnessed in our hospitals for the} 
insane, can be properly referred to that form } 
of it which has been described by Dr. } 
Bell.” ‘“*From the discussion { 
which followed the reading of this paper} 
(Dr. Bell's, in 1849), it appeared that, yn: 
one or two exceptions, no one felt sure nia 
he had met with the disease in his own prac- 

tice. At subsequent meetings of the Asso- 

ciation, however, several members have 
spoken of its having been recognized by 
them ; and at the last meeting a paper de- 
scribing several cases was read by Dr. 
Worthington.” ‘Dr. Benedict, of the? 
Utica Asylum, in his last report, includes } 
in his admissions, eleven of what he terms} 
‘exhaustive mania,’ and in the Saeusinn 
which followed the reading of Dr. Worth- 
ington’s paper, Dr. Benedict expressed the 
opinion that the form of disease here indi- 
cated was identical with that of Dr. Bell. 
The only fact mentioned in his report re- 
specting it, is that they all recovered ; after 
making every allowance for diversity of} 
treatment, this fact alone would throw much 
doubt on their identity, since nearly all Dr. 
Bell’s cases proved fatal.’”” Dr. Ray then 
alludes to the class of cases described by 
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that class of cases described by Dr. Ray. 


Dr. Kendrick appreciated the full value of 
the paper; he had not himself witnessed 
any cases bearing a resemblance to those 
described, probably for the same reasons 
assigned by Dr. Patterson. 


Dr. Stribling said, that from the location 
of the Asylum under his charge, he had not 
had any experience in cases of the nature 
described by Dr. Ray; he would not say 
that there were none to be met with in Vir- 


ginia, but if there were the distance might 


} have been so great as to deter their friends 


from attempting their removal at the first 
onset of the attack, and they might have died 
whilst waiting such a measure of strength 
as would justify the friends in bringing them 
to the Asylum. He, however, used stimu-- 
lants in other forms of disease, and with 
very pleasing success. 

Dr. Brown has had four cases which very 
much assimilated to those described by Dr. 
Bell. He would much wish to see the paper 
read by Dr. Ray printed, as it would enable 
gentlemen to prove to their own satisfaction 
whether a case they might have under treat- 
ment formed one of the class described by 
Drs. Bell and Ray. 

Dr. Benedict said, that it was with much 


Drs. Williams and Ranney (see vol. vii. p 
43, and vol. viii. p. 145), and which, as; giffidence that he ventured to differ with Dr. 
being distinguished from other forms of} Ray, whose reputation and great experience 
maniacal excitement, has been termed were were eo widely and deservedly known. 
typhomania. } The eleven cases towhich reference had been 

Dr. Kirkbride made some remarks on the| made in Dr. Ray’s paper, called in his (Dr. 
paper, and in conclusion stated that in this; B.’s) last annual report, exhaustive mania, he 
form of disease, stimulants had been much? confidently believed to be well-marked cases 
more freely used in the institution under his } of the form of disease described by Dr. Bell. 
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They were certainly not cases of the ordi- | form of disease described by him was about 
nary acute mania described in books, and {ten per cent. of the admissions.) 
generally met with in asylums, neither; Dr. Benedict then went on to state that, 
were they cases of that form of disease re- ‘taking into consideration the number of 
ferred to by Drs. Williams and Ranney, and {admissions at the Utica Asylum—which 
which is termed Typhomania. He(Dr, B.)} was equal to the aggregate admissions of 
had had large experience in a General Hos- ‘several of the New England Hospitals—and 
pital where emigrant fever abounded, and / the great similarity between the habits, 
where typhomania was frequently met with, { modes of life, and general character of the 
so that he had no excuse if he had failed in ‘ people of New England and those of the 
discriminating between the one and the ' State of New York, it was scarcely proba- 
other. The classes in community in which {ble that a disease to which one were so 
the two diseases occur are very different; } subject should not be met with in the other. 
the mode of attack—many of the symp- It was certainly possible; and if that was 
toms, and especially the character of the }the case, and that this disease should be 
delusions—the progress and termination of {one coming under that class, and from 
the two diseases are widely at variance from { which the people of New York State are 
one another. That the gentlemen from { exempt, then he (Dr. B.) had never seen 
Indiana, Ohio, and Virginia, had not seen the disease described by Dr. Bell. He 
this form of disease, he thought very pos- i shared in Dr. Brown’s desire to see the 
sible from the facts adduced by them—that ; paper put on record, and trusted Dr. Ray 
the locations of their institutions were such ; would permit its insertion in the Journal 
that patients might die at home. It was? of Insanity. 
very different, however, in New York; Dr. Bell thought that the great facility of 
State. The asylum at Utica was so easy ‘access to the asylum at Utica made it. easy 
of access, and the facilities of travelling ;for this class of patients to reach there. 
were so great, that even from the farthest The cases Dr. Benedict had mentioned 
point of the State to reach it was within the { were cases of that description he had not 
compass of a few hours’ ride. The feeling {the slightest doubt. He had lately made 
that the asylum is the only place to treat § freer use of stimulants in the treatment and 
an insane person was so widely dissemi- { with commensurate success. ‘This disease 
nated through the community, that patients {differs widely from typhomania, and is a 
were hurried there in some cases with too } disease sui generis. When the Association 
much rapidity. Thishad formed a ground jheld its meeting at Boston, some three 
of caution from his predecessor, Dr. Brig- } years since, there was a well-marked case 
ham. . . . . Ifthe cases he had men.- ! of this form of disease then under treatment 
tioned last year did not come under the at the McLean Asylum, which was recog- 
same category with those descrihed by Dr. } nized without difficulty by two of the mem- 
Bell, then he was mistaken; but he felt /bers of the Association on the occasion of 
convinced that his judgment had not erred } their visit there. 
in classifying them with those; ifthey were} In reply to Dr. Stribling for information 
not, however, then possibly they might be {as to typhomania, Dr. Benedict described 
a form of disease still undescribed. To the }the symptoms, progress, &c., of that dis- 
great facilities for travelling to which he } ease. 
had already alluded, and to the treatment; Dr. Ray said that the paper read by him 
adopted—that of stimulants—he attributed ; had been prepared rather hurriedly, and he 
the recovery of the eleven cases. possibly might have failed to mark suffi- 
[In answer to an inquiry by Dr. Bell, Dr. {ciently plain some of the symptoms indi- 
Benedict said that he gave stimulants very { cated by Dr. Bell. 
freely; in some cases, as much as twenty-; Dr. Bell said there was a difficulty occa- 
four ounces of the best brandy in twenty- ‘sionally met with in discriminating between 
four hours.] meningitis, passing rapidly through its 
That ‘the recovery of these eleven cases} various stages, and mania; but with this 
was an unusual coincidence he admitted, }disease it was wholly different. He had 
but :he next three terminated fatally. found no difficulty in classifying it; a few 
{In reply to Dr. Benedict, Dr. Ray here } days affording ample time for that purpose. 
stated that the proportion of cases of the }The symptoms on admission are different 
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from those presented in mania; the person, § a place for the next meeting, said that they 
on admission, when told where he is, for a} named the city of Washington. 
moment comprehends what is said to him, | Dr. Ray moved an amendment, that 
but in a very short time—a few minutes‘ Providence, R.I., be substituted for Wash- 
even—he relapses into his delusions, and if;ington. He farther moved that the next 
food is offered him, questions as to whether meeting be held two years from that date. 
it be not human flesh, &c. . . . There? Dr. Stribling would suggest that the 
was certainly much similarity between this ; future meetings of the Association should 
disease and delirium tremens, and if it had | be so arranged as to meet at the same time 
appeared in persons whose character would ; and place as the American Medical Asso- 
have laid them open to a suspicion of their} ciation. He thought it would lead to good 
being addicted to intemperate habits, would, ; results, by enabling them to diffuse infor- 
undoubtedly, in many cases, have been re- { mation, on the specialty to which they ap- 
ferred to that cause, and have been called plied themselves, among their professional 
delirium tremens. But, and without a sin- { brethren otherwise engaged. 
gle exception, the contrary has been the; Dr. Kirkbride thought Dr. Stribling’s 
ease, it having occurred only in persons} suggestion utterly impracticable. For the 
whose moral character was unimpeachable. } short period during which the Association 
Females have furnished a fair proportion of | ‘ met, the business brought before them gave 
cases. One case occurred in a person who } ; ample employment to its members; and he 
had been insane and under treatment for{ considered it most important that they 
a number of years (a female, suffering with; should keep themselves entirely distinct 
monomania) ; the disease passed through | from all other bodies whatever. 
its various forms and exacerbations, and ; Dr. Bell thought that the locality of new 
terminated in death. ‘ asylums offered a very desirable point of 

Dr. Ray said that he had found etheriza- meeting, as it would induce a harmony of 


tion very beneficial in enabling the adminis. | action, by causing new institutions to send 
tration of food and medicine. { their superintendents to attend the meetings. 


Dr. Bell thought that etherization might }| It would also create a more general desire 
in the community to reap the benefit of 
be valuable as an adjuvant to opiates in in- : 
° what experience the Association may have. 
ducing sleep. Dr. Bell then described a: 
Dr. Ray’s opinion was that the Associa- 
case where chloroform had induced insanity ° 
¢ tion exerted no influence whatever upon the 
in a lady to whom it had been applied by 8 00 wager tren oninn t atsa P88 
dentist. This lady, having remained a} mmunity : us P 


; tions. 
year under his charge, had very suddenly ; : Or. Kirkbride was of opinion that the in- 
committed suicide, although she had never } A i i iaaaliadl ld b h 
before betrayed any traits of suicidal mania. ‘ cates, Saale ene-sienee<ligpanpeiontny'ee 
‘impaired were its meetings to be held less 
Dr. Kirkbride has had two cases under : frequently than at present. 
his care, whose insanity, their friends have; The amendments proposed by Dr. Ray 
not the slightest doubt, was induced by: ‘ having been separately put to the meeting 
e:herization and chloroform. ' by the Chairman, were severally rejected, 
Dr. Stribling moved that a Committee of } and the nomination of the Committee very 
Finance be appointed; which being agreed : generally supported. 
to, Drs. Kirkbride, Stribling, and Buttolph: Dr. Kirkbride, from the Committee ap- 
were appointed. ‘ pointed last year to draw upa series of pro- 
A letter was read from Dr. Chandler, of | positions embodying the views of this As- 
the Worcester Hospital, excusing his un- {sociation relative to the organization of 
avoidable absence from the meeting; and‘ Hospitals for the Insane, then read a draft 
from Dr. Earle, asking for such reports of: of the results of their labour. 
Asylums for the Insane as had not reached; The first two propositions were then dis- 
him; also, from Dr. Mead, of the private ‘cussed at some length. 
asylum, near Cincinnati, calling the atten- { { Dr. Steuart, President of the Board of 
tion of the Association to his Psychological ; Directors of the Maryland Hospital, by 
Journal, of which copies were laid on the‘ invitation, explained the organization of 
table by the Secretary, Dr. Buttolph. (that asylum, and gave a very interesting, 
. Dr. Tyler, from the Committee to select | and in some degree detailed, historical ac-, 
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count of the institution from its foundation § tion was taken up in detail, and some ver- 
up to the present time. bal alterations and additions made. The 
The farther discussion of the proposi- ; propositions, as now laid before our readers, 
tions was then adjourned, on motion of Dr. have the unanimous approval of the Asso- 
Kirkbride, in order that a paper prepared} ciation, and are the well-matured views 
by Dr. Stokes be then read. and sentiments of its members. 
Dr. Stokes then read a paper ‘‘On the; Adjourned. 
Advantages and Expediency of establishing, 
in each State or other District, a Board or 
Commission of Experts, for the purpose of} The members having assembled in their 
investigating and testifying in trials, crimi- } Session Room, 
nal and civil, where the question of mental; On motion of Dr. Kirkbride, Dr. Bell was 





Evening Session. 


soundness is involved.’’ ; appointed chairman of a committee on re- 
Dr. Bell read a paper, which, being on; solutions, to express the sense of the Asso- 
the same topic as Dr. Stokes’s, ‘ ciation with reference to the courtesy and 


On motion of Dr. Stribling, were both > generous hospitality extended to its mem- 
laid on the table, the discussion of the two } bers during their stay in Baltimore, and also, 
to be taken up together. ‘with regard to the visits paid by them to 

Adjourned at 2 P. M., to meet at the} various public institutions. Drs. Stribling 
Maryland Hospital at 4 P. M. gand Kirkbride were afterwards added tothe 

Carriages being then in waiting to con- committee. 

; 





vey the members to the Maryland Hospital,; The Treasurer, Dr. Kirkbride, reported 
they proceeded there at once. The Insti-{ from the Finance Committee, that no ex- 
tution is located in the suburbs of the city, } penses had been incurred, and consequently 
on a gentle elevation. Under the guidance } that the balance remaining in his hands was 
of Dr. Steuart, President of the Board of} the same as last year. 

Directors, and Dr. Fonerden, the resident$ The papers read by Drs. Bell and Stokes 
physician, they examined the establishment} in reference to the criminal insane, and to 
thoroughly, and expressed themselves as} the subject of medical testimony generally 
much gratified with the neatness and good$ in criminal and civil questions where the 
order observable, and the general appear- } question of mental soundness is involved, 
ance of comfort among the patients. pnd were discussed. 











very limited extent of land belonging to the} Dr. Kirkbride read a paper ‘‘ Onthe For- 
Institution is a great drawback, as not giv-? cible Administration of Food in order to 
ing a field for the exercise of that manual} preserve Life.” A brief discussion on the 
labour which is now considered so neces- } subject was held. 

sary an adjunct to medical treatment in the; On motion of Dr. Patterson, it was 

cure of insanity, and in maintaiffing the} Resolved, That this Association regards 
physical health of patients. This deficiency, } with continued admiration and unabated in- 
however, Dr. Fonerden seems to remedy, ; terest the benevolent and unwearied efforts 
as far as in his power, by the systematized { of Miss D. L. Dix tosecure ample provision 
walks of patients in the airing-courts of; for the proper care and treatment of the in- 
the Hospital. But this defect will be far-{ sane of our country, and that she is entitled 
ther and entirely obviated at the new asy- } toour warmest sympathies and our co-opera- 
lum which is now in course of erection, } tion in her efforts to promote the great cause 
and which has 130 acres of land attached to} of philanthropy. 

it. During their visit to the hospital, wet Resolved, That the Secretary be instruct- 
members partook of a very bountiful and} ed to furnish Miss Dix with a copy of these 
elegant repast prepared for them. <r ee. 

also held a session in one of its spacious} Then adjourned to meet in the City of 
rooms. An unusually lengthened and} } Washington at 11 A. M. on Friday. 
animated discussion was had of the “ Pro- 
positions’’ read in the morning by Dr.? Fourth Day. 

Kirkbride, in the course of which many’ The members of the Association left Bal- 
interesting facts were elicited, which, were 3 timore in the 9 A. M. train, and on their 
we to dwell upon, would extend our report ; arrival in Washington found carriages pre- 
beyond our'utmost limits. Each proposi-; pared to convey them to the site of the 
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new United States Hospital for the Insane } at the City of Washington, on the second 
of the Army and Navy, and of the District | Tuesday of May, 1854, at 10 o’clock A. M. 
of Columbia, and for the erection of which} After their adjournment, the members 
an appropriation of $100,000 was made by } partook of an elegant dinner, provided by 
the last Congress. The farm selected is; Dr. Nichols, at Willard’s Hotel, presided 
about two miles from the Capitol, and is | over by the Mayor of Washington, and at- 
admirably calculated for the purpose intend- { tended by several of the prominent physi- 
ed, having privacy, beautiful scenery, and preee of the District. 
unusual facilities for the various arrange- | a . 
ments desirable about such an institution. ; On the Organization of Hospitals 
Dr. C. H. Nichols, who has been appointed for the Insane. 
Superintendent, is directing the building} I. The general controlling power should 
operations, and is admirably qualified, by} be vested in a Board of Trustees or Man- 
habits, education, and previous pursuits, for} agers, if of a State institution, selected in 
his important post. If the Government car- } such manner, as will be likely most effectu- 
ries out this object with the good judgment; ally to protect it from all influences con- 
thus far shown, the institution will be one} nected with political measures or political 
of which the whole country may feel proud. } changes; if of a private corporation, by those 
After visiting the capitol, the Smithsonian } properly authorized to vote. 
Institute, and other points of interest in the; II. The Board of Trustees should not ex- 
city, the members of the Association, by ) C¢ed twelve in number, and be composed of 


special appointment, paid their respects to! individuals possessing the public confidence, 


President Pierce, by whom they were most } distinguished for liberality, intelligence, and 


courteously received at the Executive man- } @¢tive benevolence ; above all political in- 
sion. fluence, and able and willing faithfully to at- 


. ? .. .. {tend to the duties of their station. Their 
The President expressed his gratification 
; jade tenure of office should be so arranged, that 
at meeting such a body of scientific men, } : 
j . : ; . ,) where changes are deemed desirable, the 
and his deep interest in the cause in which} d 
i } terms of not more than one-third of the whole 
they are engaged. He had himself been a}; seep 
. % ae } number should expire in any one year. 
Trustee of the New Hampshire State Hos- 
: : : III, The Board of Trustees should ap- 
pital up to the time of hisremoval to Wash-}__. ie z aie 
: : 5 } point the Physician, and on his nomination, 
ington, and fully appreciates the importance } 7 , nae 
: é “3 . + and not otherwise, the Assistant Physician, 
of a wise and liberal provision for all this} , 
: Steward, and Matron. They should, as a 
class of the afflicted. , as ; 
‘ ee Board, or by Committee, visit and examine 
_ After leaving the President’s, the Asso- } every part of the institution, at frequent 
ciation met at Willard’s Hotel, to complete } stated intervals, not less thansemi-monthly, 
the business for which they had assembled. and at such other times as they may deem 
The propositions relative to the organiza- } expedient, and exercise so careful a super- 
tion of Hospitals for the Insane, agreed to} vision over the expenditures and general 
yesterday, were directed to be entered on! operations of the Hospital, as to give to 
the minutes and published as the unanimous the community a proper degree of confidence 
sentiments of the Association onthe subjects ; in the correctness of its management. 
referred to; and it was recommended tothe} IV. The Physician should be the Super- 
different superintendents to publish them, } intendent and Chief Executive Officer of the 
with those previously adopted, as an ap-;establishment. Besides being a well edu- 
pendix to their Annual Reports, for the} cated physician, he should possess the 
purpose of giving them more general pub- } mental, physical, and social qualities, to fit 
licity. him for the post. He should serve during 
As customary, resolutions of thanks to} good behaviour, reside on, or very near the 
the Trustees and Directors of the various; premises, and his compensation should be 
institutions visited by the Associatiun, weg er liberal as to enable him to devote his 
to Dr. Steuart, Dr. Nichols, and Mr. Jack- whole time and energies to the welfare of 
son, proprietor of the Eutaw House, in Bal- } the hospital. He should nominate to the 
timore, were then moved and unanimously Board suitable persons to act as Assistant 
agreed to. Physician, Steward, and Matron; he should 
The Association then adjourned to meet, have the entire control of the medical, moral, 
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and dietetic treatment of the patients, the } different institutions may require a consider- 
unrestricted power of appointment and dis- —_ number of persons to be employed in 
charge of all persons engaged in their care, various other positions, but in every hos- 
and should exercise a general supervision ‘ ‘pital, at least all those that have been re- 
and direction of every department of the; ferred to are deemed not only desirable, but 
Institution. absolutely necessary, to give all the advan- 
V. The Assistant Physician, or Assistant; tages that may be hoped for from a liberal 
Physicians, where more than one are re- and enlightened treatment of the insane. 
quired, should be graduates of medicine, of} XIV. All persons employed in the care 
such character and qualifications as to be} of the insane should be active, vigilant, 
able to represent and to perform the ordi-} cheerful, and in good health. They should 
nary duties of the Physician during his} be of a kind and benevolent disposition, be 
absence. $ educated, and in all respects trustworthy, 
VI. The Steward, under the direction of} and their compensation should be sufficiently 
the Superintending Physician, and by his} liberal to secure the services of individuals 
order, should make all purchases for the? of this description. 
institution, keep the accounts, make en- 
gagements with, pay and discharge those 
employed about the establishment ; have a 


supervision of the farm, garden, and grounds, MEDICAL NEWS. 
and perform such other duties as may be 
assigned him. DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


VII. The Matron, under the direction of 
the Superintendent, should have a general; American Medical Association. Circu- 
supervision of the domestic arrangements of} lar of Committee of Publication to the 
the House, and under the same direction, } Members of the Association.—In conformity 
do what she can to promote the comfort and; with a resolution of the American Medi- 
restoration of the patients. cal Association, it becomes my duty to 

| VIII. In institutions containing more than } inform you of the decision of the Committee 
200 patients, a second Assistant Physician} of Publication in regard to the price at 
and an Apothecary should be employed, to; which the forthcoming volume of Transac- 
the latter of whom, other duties, in the male $ tions will be furnished to the members of 
wards, may be conveniently assigned. the Association and to others. 

IX. If a Chaplain is deemed desirable as} The price of single copies has been fixed 
a permanent officer, he should be selected} by the Association at five dollars. 
by the Superintendent, and like all others} Any individual desiring two copies, will 
engaged in the care of the patients, should} be furnished with them upon his remitting 
be entirely under his direction. to the Treasurer nine dollars. 

X. Inevery Hospital for the Insane, there} Societies, associations, and institutions 
should be one Supervisor for each sex, exer-} requiring six copies for the use of their 
cising a general oversight of all the attend- ; members, will be supplied with them on 
ants and patients, and forming a medium; remitting to the Treasurer twenty-five dol- 
of communication between them and the ; lars, or they will be supplied with twenty- 
officers. five copies on remitting seventy five dollars. 

XI. In no institution should the number} Those who wish volumes 5 and 6, may 
of persons in immediate attendance on the > obtain them by remitting eight, dollars. 
patients be in a lower ratiothan oneattend- In consequence of the numerous illus- 
ant for every ten patients ; and amuch larger; trations, many of them highly-finished 
proportion of attendants will commonly be? coloured lithographs, with which the forth- 
desirable. coming volume will be accompanied, its 

XII. The fullest authority should be given ; cost will considerably exceed that of either 
to the Superintendent to take every precau ; of those previously issued by the Associa- 
tion that can guard against fire or accident ; tion. To defray the cost of its publication, 
within an institution, and to secure this an‘ at least fifteen hundred dollars, in addition 
efficient night-watch should always be pro- {to the amount already received by the 
vided. $ Treasurer, will be required. 

XIII. The situation and circumstances of; Your attention is called to the following 
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resolution adopted at the last session of the } sun’s rays, on a tolerably clear day in sum- 
Association. mer, it is about 30 deg. warmer than in the 

“ Resolved, That the delegates from the | sbade, it should not surprise us that, to a 
several States be requested to appoint com- } considerable number so exposed, the ex- 
mittees, who shall aid the Committee vn treme heat of the month proved suddenly 
Publication in procuring subscribers for} fatal, by producing congestion of the brain 
and in distributing the annual Transact iene} or apoplexy. 
of the Association.” The average temperature of this month, 

D. FRANCIS CONDIE, Treas. 3 for Philadelphia, is 71.41 deg. Three times 

And Chair. Com. Pub. A. M, A.} in sixty years, viz., in 1822, 1825, and 1838, 

the average has risen to 75; twice, viz., in 
1793 and in 1853, to 76; and in 1828 and 
1831, the average rose, according to Pierce, 
to the unequalled height of 77 degrees. 
Once, also, in the same lengthened period, 
the average temperature of the month has 
fallen as low as 66 deg. ; in 1833, it fell to 


of the New Hampshire State Medical So. } 53 904 in.the summer of 1816, noted for 


: an sii tex tilienien j its extreme coldness, the average tempera- 
ciety, thet no delegate should be admit ne ae of the sixth month in Philadelphia is 


to membership in the National voagiany Pe at 64 degrees. Giving an extreme 


sane h Po cpg 
PEE: Oe NDS $range for the month from 64 to 77, or 13 


ciety which numbers among its members? saa 

any person or persons adopting as the oll eg ea 

— of peemtien, ong Som engiele: | recorded at the Pennsylvania Hospital, from 
Resolved, That the Secretary of this So- | 1825 to the present time, it appears that the 
- Fee . average fall for the sixth month is 3.85 one- 

ciety be instructed to transmit: a copy of the Meter inches; that the least fall there 


preceding resolution to the Secretary of reine ery shies pera 
each of the State Medical Societies, and to rded for the same month, up to the pre- 
; sent year, was one and fifty-five one-hun- 


the Secretary of the National Medical ‘As-' dredths of an inch in 1832. The fall of 
oes pereomne oe the next meeting. rain this year, for the month under review, 
New Hampshire Journ. Med. July, 1853. was one and five one- hundredths of an inch 

— only; or one-half inch less than for any 

Weather in Philadelphia in June, 1853.—} June in the last twenty-nine years. This 
Though the mean temperature of Sune | 1,20 inch of rain fell in seven showers, 
has, according to Pierce’s record, twice} six of which were attended with thunder 
within the last sixty-four years, been} and lightning. But though the fall of rain 
greater than the month just passed, yet it is} has been so slight, and the heat so great, 
believed that at no time within that period; the growing crops have suffered less in this 
has there been such a continued succession } vicinity than might have been anticipated, 
of very warm days. During four days, em- § rain having been abundant during the spring 
bracing the summer solstice, the mercury { months. 
rose to 90 deg.; on one day, to 92; one? The range of the thermometer for the 
day, to 95; on three days, to 96; and the} month was from 56, on the morning of the 
mid-day heat of one day, the 22d, was, - Ist, to 97, on the afternoon of the 22d, or 
the shade, 97 deg., Fahrenheit’s scale. 31 degrees. 

Our whole summer but seldom furnishes; Of the 30 days in the month, winds were 
more than ten days in which the mercury 
rises to 90 deg.; and yet, the first summer pe , ; 
month, this net has furnished that quota. Poa ” ; ~ 

: ortherly ae 16“ 

The continued heat of the latter part of Saath is ye “a 
the month was rendered more oppressive pee 21 
by the almost total absence of refreshing} The first three weeks in the month were 
showers, scarcely less needful, in our cli-; more than usually healthy, the weekly mor- 
mate, to the health of men than of plants.’ tality being 135 to 153; while the intense 


5 


. When it is remembered, also, that in the; heat of the fourth week suddenly swelled 





New Hampshire State Medical Suciety.— 
At the annual meeting of this Society, held 3 
on the 31st day of May last, the following | 
resolutions, presented by Dr. Parxer, of 
Concord, were unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That it is the decided opinion 
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Westerly the whole ora part of 26 days. 
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the list to 251. The whole number of { from the Health Office, was 681, which is 
deaths from all causes in the four weeks } six more than for the same period last year. 

















following within the month, as reported ; P.S. 
THERMOMETER. WIND—COURSE AND FORCE. 
Days REMARKS. 
of 
month. | Sunrise.| 2 P.M.| Mean. Sunrise. 2P.M. 
1 56 75 652 N. by E. 2 N.E.3 Clear, cloudy. 
2 61 70 65} N. E.2 8.1 Slight shower, cloudy. 
3 60 86 73 8.3 §.W.4 Overcast, clear, lightning in W. 
4 62 82 76 N.N.W.2 N.W.4 Clear, cloudy. 
5 62 84 68 N.E.1 8. 2 Overcast, cloudy. 
6 60 80 70 N. by 8.2 8.8. W.3 Cloudless, clear. 
7 66 82 74 8.8. W.3 8.8. W. 2 Overcast, some sun, thunder- 
shower 3 P. M. 
8 65 80 72} N.4 N. W.3 Clear. 
9 62 83 72% N.2 8.W.3 Cloudless, clear. 
10 60 84 72 N.2 S. W. 2 Cloudless, clear. 
11 65 87 74} N. W.1 8. W.1 Cloudless, smoky. 
12 70 84 7 N. E.2 N.E.2 Clear, cloudy. 
13 63 78 70k E.1 8. W.3 Haze or smoke, fair. 
14 68 90 79 S.W.2 8. E.1 Cloudy, clear, lightning in N. W. 
15 70 90 80 N.E.1 8. W. 2 Clear. 
16 70 90 80 s.W.1 8S. W. 2 — clear, lightning in 
17 72 92* W7 8. W.1 N. W.3 Cloudless (shower at night), thun- 
dershower at 2} P. M. 
18 68 85 76} N. W. 2 W.N.W.3 | Cloudless, clear. 
19 70 90 80 8. W. 2 8. W.2 Clear. 
74 96 85 8. W. 2 8. W. 2 Clear. 
21 76 96 86 S.W.1 8. W.3 Cloudless, clear. 
22 78 97 87} 8. W. 2 & W.3 Fair, clear, Ther. 91 at 7 P. M. 
23 79 95 7 calm 8. W.3 Com, fair, thundershower at 84 
24 72 82 77 N.W.3 N. W. 5 Cloudy, fair, cloudless. 
5 65 7 72 N.N.W.3 N.43 Cloudless, clear. 
26 61 79 7 N.W.1 N. W. 2 Cloudless, clear. 
27 68 86 77 8 8.W.4 —— thundershowers 
28 73 88 803 calm N.E.3 Cloudy, clear. 
29 68 86 77 8. W.4 8.8. W.1 Overcast, clear. 
30 73 96 84} 8.W.4 8. W.1 Cloudy, clear, thundershower in 
evening. 
67.46 | 85.40} 76.48 171 2.56 Monthly mean. 


























* This observation was at 1 P. M., or the maximum; at 2 P. M. it had fallen 10 degrees. 


Prosecutions of Medical Dfen.—In our: We feel it difficult to find words sufficiently 
previous number, p. 110, we alluded to se- ; strong to express the iniquity of the ver- 
veral suits brought against medical men‘ dict :— 
upon the alleged plea of malpractice, but; ‘In April, 1845, Dr. Crosby was called 
in which the real motive we suspect to have; upon to visit one Lorenzo Slack, of Nor- 
been to raise money, and ought to have} wich, Vt., who had been severely injured 
subjected the plaintiffs to the penalty of; by the fall of a bank of earth upon him; 
‘‘ obtaining money under false pretences.’’ ’ but declined going on account of sickness. 
Another case, in addition to those already ; A physician residing in Vermont, who was 
noticed, has occurred, which, if the follow- ; present at the time, volunteered to go and 
ing statement in regard toit, from the Ver-{ see the injured man, and did go. Another 
mont Chronicle, be correct, is well calcu- neighbouring physician was also called, and 
lated to alarm medical men, and awaken? the two upon examination found the left 
them to the necessity of adopting some thigh of Slack badly broken, high up, in 
measures to protect themselves from being } two places. Regarding it asa severe case, 
fleeced by an ungrateful patient or victimi- they concluded to go to Hanover, and con- 
tized by an ignorant jury. The victim Me Dr. Crosby in regard to dressing the 
the following case is Dr. D1x1 Crossy, the injury, and also procure splints for the pur- 
Professor of Surgery at Dartmouth College, : pose. They did go, and on examination of 
and one of the ablest surgeons in his State. $ books there, decided to use a particular 











DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 127 


kind of splint, and ordered it to be made.{ Tribute to the Memory of Drs. Chapman 
At their earnest solicitation, Dr. C. went} and Horner.—Pursuant to a call made by 


to Norwich, and assisted in putting the pa- ; several of the physicians of Mobile, quite a 
tient into the splint, which had been pre- {large meeting of the Graduates of the 


viously prepared. Here ended all connec- 
tion of Dr. C. professionally with the case. 
He only saw him once afterwards—about 
two weeks after the injury—and then called 


Medical Department of the University of 
Pennsylvania, was held at Dr. Lee Fearn’s 
office on Monday morning, the 18th instant, 
to express their sense of the loss that the 


at the earnest request of the attending phy- § Profession of Medicine had sustained in the 
sician, and gave some general advice to the ;recent death of Professors NATHANIEL 


patient on the importance of remaining as;Cuarman and Wm. E. Horner, and to de- 


quiet as possible, to facilitate the healing of 


his limb, expressly stating to him that he 
assumed and could take no professional re- 
sponsibility in his case. Slack remained at 
the house where he was carried after re- 
ceiving his injuries, a month or more, under 
the care of a respectable physician of Nor- 
wich, during which time the fracture healed 
remarkably well, and the leg was not more 
than a quarter of an inch shorter than the 
other at the time, when, against the remon- 
strance and protest of his physician, he in- 
sisted upon being carried te hishome. He 
was thus carried—he recovered with a bad 
limb, and about six years afterwards com- 
menced an action against Dr. C. for mal- 
practice, which has resulted in a verdict by 
the jury in favour of the plaintiff.’’ 
Medical Graduates in 1853. 


University of Pennsylvania . 160 











vise some method of paying a lasting tribute 


to their memories. 

Dr. S. Mordecai was called to the Chair, 
and Dr. Geo. A. Ketchum appointed Secre- 
tary. 

On motion of Dr. John P. Barnes, acom- 
mittee of four was appointed to draft resolu- 
tions and propose a plan of accomplishing 
the objects had in view. 

The Chair appointed the following com- 
mittee: Drs. John P. Barnes, R. Lee Fearn, 
E. P. Gaines, and Geo. A. Ketchum. 

At a subsequent meeting, held on Tues- 
day, 19th instant, the committee reported 
the following preamble and resolutions :— 

Whereas, It hath pleased Divine Provi- 
dence to remove from the sphere of their 
usefulness, our much respected and honoured 
instructors, Drs. Nathaniel Chapman and 
Wm. E. Horner; and whereas, in our 
opinion such services as they have rendered 


60 the cause of Medical Science and our ‘‘Alma 
50 { Mater,” deserve some especial and lasting 
33 | tribute ; and whereas, it was our peculiar 
26 | privilege to receive instruction from their 


University of Maryland .. 
Medical College of Georgia 

Med. Dep. of St. Louis University 
Med. Dep. of Univ. of Missouri r 








University of Nashville 36 
Med. Dep. of Hampden Sidney Coll. 26 
University of Louisville .  . 87 


Buffalo Medical College.—Dr. Austin 


Fuint has resigned the Professorship of 








(lips, and to have held up before us their 


bright examples of zeal and devotion to their 
profession, and high and honourable conduct 
in their private life—feelings of respect and 
esteem for them, and pride for the Science 
which they have so honoured, have prompt- 


Theory and Practice of Medicine in this ‘ed us to meet together to give form and ex- 


school, and Dr. Tuomas F.. Rocnester has } 


been appointed in his place. 

Hampden Sidney College.— The new 
chair of Physiology and Medical Jurispru- 
dence recently created in this school, has 
been filled by the election of Dr. G. A. 
WILson. 


University of Virginia.—Dr. Socrates } 


Maurin has been elected Professor of! 


Chemistry in this institution, to fill the va 
cancy caused by the resignation of Dr. 
Smit. 











pression to the sentiments that fill our hearts 
in view of the bereavement that their deaths 
have occasioned. Be it therefore 

Resolved, That in the death of Professors 
Nathaniel Chapman and Wm. E. Horner, 
our time-honoured Alma Mater has lost two 
of its most indefatigable teachers, the city 
of Philadelphia two of its most respected 
and esteemed citizens, and the Profession of 
Medicine two of the most zealous contribu- 
tors to the facts upon which that science has. 
erected an enduring foundation. 

Resolved, That as former pupils of these 


$distinguished Professors, we especially 
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know how to appreciate the loss that our 3than thirty years, he filled the chair of 
profession has sustained—and though we ; Practical Medicine in the University of 
know that the rich treasures of knowledge } Pennsylvania, adding largely to the renown 
that they have left as a legacy to Medical $ of that celebrated school, and attracting to it 
Science will perpetuate their names as long ?unprecedentedly large classes. His pupils 
as the truths of that science last; still we, ‘almost idolized him, and they will learn 


the Alumni of the school, with whose glory 
their names are so inseparably entwined, 
would dosomething more to place their ser- 
vices and their virtues as a shining mark by 
which to direct the steps of future aspirants 
for the honours and the fame which reward 
the zealous, the industrious, and the faith- 
ful in our noble science. 

Resolved, That in furtherance of the above 
resolution, we do hereby call upon the 
Alumni of the Medical Department of the 
University of Pennsylvania throughout the 





with grief that the eloquent voice which 
instructed them is now silent. For nearly 
half a century, he was extensively engaged 
as 3 practitioner. His extraordinary pro- 
fessional tact, and the fertility of his reme- 
dial resources, drew to him patients from 
every quarter to seek his advice in difficult 
cases, who will lament that the skill which 
so often relieved, and the kindliness and 
sympathy which always soothed and com- 
forted them, is no longer attainable. Gene- 
rally regarded as the head of the profession 


world to contribute the sum of one dollar }in this country, that position was formally 
each, on or before the 25th of December awarded to him on the formation of our 
next, to defray the expenses of erecting a{great National Association, which unani- 


suitable monument to their memories, in the 
University yard in Philadelphia; that such 
contribution be sent to the Dean, or any 
member of the present Faculty, to be used 
by them for that purpose so soon as, in their 
judgment, a sufficient sum shall have been 
received. 

Resolved, That all medical journals and 
all papers which may approve this object, 
be requested to give the action of this meet- 
ing publicity, and to further the objects of 
these resolutions as much as may be in their 
power. 

Resolved, That a copy of these proceed- 
ings be sent to the respective families of the 
deceased, and to the Faculty of the Medical 
Department of the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. 

The above report of the Committee was 
accepted, and 

On motion of Dr. F. A. Ross, the city 
papers were requested to publish the same. 

Nothing farther being brought forward 
for consideration the meeting adjourned 
sine die. 

S. MORDECAI, Chairman. 

Gro. A. Ketcuum, Secretary. 

Obituary Record,—It is with feelings of 
the deepest grief, that we record the death of 
Naraanie, Cuarman, M. D., which took 
place in this city on the evening of the Ist 
of July last, in the seventy-fourth year of 
his age. No physician in this country was 
more extensively known or more highly es- 
teemed than was Dr. Chapman. For more 





mously elected him as their first President. 
Eminently distinguished as Dr. Chapman 
was for professional skill, he was not less 
loved for his social qualities; and his ab- 
sence will be lamented from the social cir- 
cle, where the liveliness of his manner, his 
sparkling wit, his fine literary taste, the 
charms of his conversation, the kindliness 
of his heart, and his generous feelings, made 
him always the centre of attraction. His 
friends can look for consolation only in the 
memory of his numerous virtues, and in 
the advantage of his illustrious example. 
——Died at Louisville, in the ninetieth 
year of hisage, Coartes Catpwe.t, M.D., 
for many years Professor of Institutes of 
Medicine in Transylvania University, and 
in the Medical College of Louisville, Ky. 
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Table Turning. — This absurdity has 
gained numerous adherents in England, and 
to such an extent has the popular delusion 
been carried, that a medical journalist has 
not thought it beneath his dignity to enter 
into a serious investigation of the fiction, 
and even Professor Faraday has conde- 
scended to examine the subject and point 
out the source of error. 

Our readers may desire to learn what has 
been said on the subject, and we therefore 
extract some remarks from an editorial in 
the Medical Times and Gazette, and an 
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account of some of the experiments by 
Professor Faraday. 

‘“When a number of persons,”’ says the 
editor of the Medical Times and Gazette, 
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walking, of playing musical instruments, 
etc., are instances of the first; those of cir- 
culation and digestion are examples of the 
second. But there is also a class of actions, 


‘‘sit or stand round a table, their fingers} comprising the ordinary phenomena of mo- 


resting slightly upon it, it frequently, though 
not invariably, happens that the table begins 
to move; es soon as this motion is per- 
ceived, the experimenters follow its course, 





tion, which are certainly not under the 
control of the will, but which, nevertheless, 
are directed by the emotions, or the ideas. 
Thus, the somnambulist walks in obedience 


and turn round and round with more or less} to some mental impulse, while the will is 
velocity; but, as soon as the hands are re- } dormant ; and the person who dreams, often 
moved from the table, it gradually stops. {executes movements in which the will has 

‘‘The latter part of the experiment— } no part, but which are excited by ideas or 
namely, the rotation of the table—involves; emotions. Again, although the will has no 
a fallacy, for the rapidity of its movement} control over the action of the heart and 
is in no degree owing to any inherent power } arteries, yet the ideas and emotions exercise 


of motion in itself, but is solely due to the 
force unconsciously exerted upon it by the 
experimenters, and the velocity of the mo- 
tion is entirely and directly proportionate to 





2 
? 


a distinct influence upon those organs; and 
when attention is directed to their pulsa- 
tions in nervous persons, the movements 
have been accelerated or retarded, or have 
become intermittent. Now, in all these 


the amount of force expended upon it, in 
addition to the momentum it has already cases, the ideas or the emotions act upon 
acquired in passing from a state of rest to’ and direct the movements without the in- 
one of motion. The table no more com.- } tervention of the will. In the case of table- 
pels the persons to follow its movements; turning, the ideas are concentrated upon 
than the garden-roller drags the gardener} the expected movement, and the muscular 
who pushes it before him; in both cases, } apparatus of the fingers obeys, uncon- 
the vis a tergo is the moving force, and the} sciously to the experimenter, the dominant 
table and the garden-roller do no more than } impression in the mind. 
obey the impulse communicated to them. ‘When a table is readily movable upon 
“Tt must, however, be admitted that the} its feet, or upon casters, a small amount of 
first movement of the table is not so easily $ force, voluntarily applied by the fingers, 
explained, for the results of our own ex-$ will cause it to revolve. This mobility is 
periments, and those of other persons fully 3 still more obvious when the force is dis- 
deserving of confidence, have placed the} tributed uniformly by a number of persons 





fact beyond a doubt that this movement of 
the table is performed without any con- 
scious effort on the part of the experiment- 
ers. It remains, therefore, to be shown 
. by what mechanism this effect is produced, 
and we shall have no difficulty in solving 
the problem by reference to physiological 
principles which are well known to the 
profession. The fact is, that the movement 
in question is due to involuntary muscular 
action at the ends of the fingers exerted 
upon the table. The direction of the move- 
ment is regulated, not by the will, but by 
the dominant idea in the mind, and the 
term ideo-motor may very properly express 
the action in question. It is necessary, 
however, to explain more fully the class 
of effects to which the term ideo-motor may 
be applied. 

“It is well known that the movements of 
the human body may be divided into volun- 
tary and involuntary. The actions of 





all round the table. 

‘“‘The amount of muscular force necessa- 
rily concerned in accomplishing the revolu- 
tion is readily procured, independently of 
will. Let four or five persons place their 
distributed fingers upon somé surface, and 
retain their position for a few minutes unre- 
lieved by change ; let there be an expecta- 
tion of some possible result, and there will 
soon be perceived a tingling in the skin, 
along the course of the muscles, and a de- 
gree of tension, which, without volition 
altogether, eventuates in reflec, or, as it 
would be styled in common language, in- 
voluntary action. In table-moving, there 
need not be any voluntary movement, for 
muscular tension, provoked by irritation, 
sensation, emotion, or fixed attention, will 
produce sufficient action to accomplish the 
expected result.” 

In order to demonstrate the true charac- 
ter of these phenomena, the editor of the 





i 
! 
i 
| 
i 
| 
' 
| 
i 
| 
| 








130 FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Med. Times and Gaz. performed some very } evidently tended continually to keep the 
conclusive experiments, for the particulars hand back. 
of which we must refer to the number of{ ‘‘The next step w&s, to arrange an index 
that journal for June 11. which should show whether the table moved 
Professor Faraday carried on his inves- } first, or the hand moved before the table, or 
tigations with parties, as he says, ‘‘ very {both moved or remained at rest together. 
honorable, very clear in their intentions, § At first, this was done by placing an up- 
successtul table-movers, very desirous of right pin, fixed on a leaden foot upon the 
succeeding in establishing the existence of’ table, and using that as the fulcrum of a 
a peculiar power, thoroughly candid and: light lever. The latter was made of a slip 
very effectual.” He could not obtain the { of foolscap paper, and the short arm, about 
slightest trace of electrical or magnetic {a quarter of an inch in length, was attached 
effects, or the smallest indication of any } to a pin proceeding from the edge of a slip- 
peculiar natural force, nur anything more ; ping card placed on the table, and prepared 
than mere mechanical pressure, exerted in- ‘to receive the hands of the table-turner. 
advertently by the persons around the table. ‘ The other arm, of eleven and a half inches 
He, therefore, proceeded to analyze that long, served for the index of motion. A 
part of the pressure exerted in a horizontal ; coin laid on the table marked the normal 
direction :— position of the card and index. At first, 
‘*A soft cement, consisting of wax and ; the slipping card was attached to the table 
turpentine, or wax and pomatum, was pre- iby the soft cement, and the index was 


nA 





pared. Four or five pieces of smooth, ‘either screened from the turner, or the 
slippery cardboard were attached, one over {latter looked away ; then, before the table 
the other, by little pellets of the cement, ‘moved, the index showed that the hand 
and the lower of these to a piece of sand- { was giving a resultant pressure in the ex- 
paper resting on the table; the edges of {pected direction. The effect was never 
these sheets overlapped slightly, and on the § carried far enough to move the table, for the 
under surface a pencil-line was drawn over {motion of the index corrected the judg- 
the laps, co as to indicate position. T'he;ment of the experimenter, who became 
upper cardboard was larger than the rest, {aware that, inadvertently, a side force had 
so as to cover the whole from sight. Then {been exerted. ‘The card was now set free 
the table turner placed the hands upon the {from the table, 7. e. the cement was re- 
upper card, and we waited for the result. {moved. This, of course, could not inter- 
Now, the cement was strong enough to fere with any of the results expected by the 
offer considerable resistance to mechanical { tabie-turner, for both the bundle of plates 
motion, and also to retain the cards in any } spoken of, and single cards had been freely 
new position which they might acquire, and | moved on the tables before; but now that 
yet weak enough to give way slowly to a{the index was there, witnessing to the eye, 
continued force. When, at last, the table, ;and, through it, to the mind of the table- 
cards, and hands all moved to the left to- } turner, not the slightest tendency to motion 
gether, and so a true result was obtained, ‘either of the card or of the table occurred. 
I took up the pack. On examination, it; Indeed, whether the card was left free, or 
was easy to see, by the displacement of the } attached to the table, all motion or tendency 
parts of the line, that the hand had moved ;to motion was gone. In one particular 
farther than the table, and that the latter { case, there was relative motion between the 
had lagged behind; that the hand, in fact, {table and the hands. I believe that the 
had pushed the upper card to the left, and ; hands moved in one direction; the table- 
that the under cards and the table had fol- } turner was persuaded that the table moved 
lowed and been dragged by it. In other from under the hand in the other direction. 
similar cases, when the table had not moved, { A gauge, standing upon the floor, and point- 
still the upper card was found to have moved, } ing to the table, was, therefore, set up on 
showing that the hand had carried it in the / that and some future occasions—and then, 
expected direction. It was evident, there- ; neither motion of the hand nor of the table 
fore, that the table had not drawn,the hand ; occurred.” m 

and person round, nor had it moved simul-; When a more perfect lever apparatus 
taneously with the hand. The hand had / was constructed and used, 

left all things under it behind, and the table; ‘‘ The result was, that when the parties 
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saw the index it remained very steady; } The philosopher may well be ashamed 


when it was hidden from them, or they 
looked away from it, it wavered about, 
though they believed that they always 





that, in the present age, and in this part of 
the world, such a series of experiments 
should ever have been required. It shows 


pressed directly downwards; and, when} a wide-spread disease of the public mind. 
the table did not move, there was still aj Well may Mr. Faraday exclaim, that the 
resultant of hand force in the direction in} system of education ‘that could leave the 
which it was wished the table should move, } mental condition of the public body in the 


which, however, was exercised quite un- 
wittingly by the party operating. This re 
sultant it is which, in the course of the 
waiting time, while the fingers and hands 





state in which this subject has found it, 
must have been greatly deficient in some 
very important principle.’ We must all 
bestir ourselves in the cause of national 





become stiff, numb, and insensible, by con- } education, if we ever wish to see the follies 
tinued pressure, grows up to an amount} of Mesmerism, Homeopathy, Table-turn- 
sufficient to move the table or the substances} ing, or Spirit-rappings, received by the 
pressed upon. But the most valuable effect } people with anything like cautious reflection 


of this test-apparatus (which was afterwards { or sound judgment.” 


made more perfect, and independent of the 
table), is the corrective power it possesses 
over the mind of the table-turner. As soon 
as the index is placed before the most earn- 
est, and as soon as they perceive—as in my 
presence they have always done—that it 
tells truly whether they are pressing down- 
wards only or obliquely, then all effects of 
table-turning cease, even though the parties 








Death from Chloroform.—M. De Vattet, 
Surgeon-in-Chief of the Hétel-Dieu, d'Or- 
leans, communicated to the Society of Sur- 
gery the following case :— 

A soldier of the line, aged 25, apparently 
in good health, and of strong frame, con- 
sulted M. Vallet for a small tumour (en- 
cysted?) situated behind the right labial 
commissure. Before operating, M. Vallet 


persevere, earnestly desiring motion, till; 
they become weary and worn out. No} proceeded to direct the inhalation of chloro- 
prompting or checking of the hands is; form. The patient, fasting, being placed 
needed —the power is gone; and this only; in the horizontal posture, the chloroform 
because the parties are made conscious of; (about one gramme, or gr. xx.) was poured 
what they are really doing mechanically, } upon a hollow sponge and applied to the 
and so are unable unwittingly to deceive} nose, the mouth being left free. At the 
themselves. I know that some may say, ? expiration of a minute, no effect having 
that it is the cardboard next the fingers; been produced, four grammes (rather more 
which moves first, and that it both drags‘ than a drachm and a quarter) were poured 





the table and also the table-turner with it. 
All I have to reply is, that the cardboard 
may, in practice, be reduced to a thin sheet 
of paper weighing only a few grains, or to 
a piece of goldbeaters’-skin, or even the end 
of the lever, and (in principle) to the very 
cuticle of the fingers itself. Then the re- 
sults that follow are too absurd to be ad- 
mitted ; the table becomes an incumbrance, 
and a person holding out the fingers in the 
air, either naked or tipped with goldbeaters’- 
skin or cardboard, ought to be drawn about 
the room, &c.; but I refrain from consider- 
ing imaginary, yet consequent results, 





on the sponge, and, at the expiration of four 
minutes, the patient, without having expe- 
rienced any irritation of the larynx, without 
having manifested any resistance, without 
redness of the countenance, and after only 
a slight pefiod of agitation, fell into a state 
of insensibility fit for the operation. Scarce- 
ly had the incision been made, necessary to 
expose the cyst, when the patient became 
pale, respiration was suspended, and he 
sank into a state of extreme collapse. All 
the usual remedies were tried, and without 
avail. M. Vallet opened the trachea, and 
performed artificial respiration with an elas- 


which have nothing philosophical or real in} tic tube; then an electric current was sent 


them.” 
The editor of the Med. Times and Gaz., 
in publishing Professor Faraday’s experi- 


ments, remarks they ‘‘ will serve to put a? 


by needles through the region of the heart. 
The patient died without any sign of re- 
action. 

Examination of the Body.—The vessels 


final close to one of the most singular chap- } of the brain were empty; the lungs were 
ters in the history of popular delusions. ; congested with blood, which, in some situa- 
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tions, was extravasated; the heart was ex- 
cessively flaccid; there were some soft clots 
in the right cavities; the left were empty. 
The stomach was full of gas; the liver, 
spleen, and kidneys were gorged with black 
blood. The blood from the subclavian 
veins was analyzed by an experienced che- 
mist, but no trace of chloroform was de- 
tected. 

Death, according to the author, seems to 
ensue under two conditions :— 

1. It is preceded by symptoms resem- 
bling those of asphyxia, when first respira- 
tion, and then circulation cease. 

2. Life seems extinguished yet more 
quickly in profound syncope.—Med. Times 
and Gaz. July 9, 1853. 

Death from Chloroform in Paris. Trial 
of the Surgeon and his Assistant.—M. Tri- 
quet and M. Masson gave chloroform, on 
the 15th of February, 1853, to a young man 
of twenty-four, previous to the removal of 
a tumour situated on the cheek ; the patient 
died of the effects of the anesthetic agent. 
The practitioners were tried for the so- 
called offence, and, in spite of the testi- 


. mony of the leading physicians and surgeons 


of Paris, were found guilty of homicide by 
imprudence. The reasons alleged by the 
judge were, that the operation was per- 
formed in a room not sufficiently ventilated, 
that the prisoners used chloroform without 
necessity, and that they had not taken any 
precaution in case an accident should hap- 
pen. The fine was £2. Messrs. Triquet 
and Masson have, with the assistance of the 
Medical Society, appealed to a higher court. 
—Lancet, June 4, 1853. 

Adulteration of Chloroform.--Dr. A. Topo 
states: I cannot help thinking, that some of 
the cases of death from chloroform have 
been more the effect of an indiscreet mode 
of administering the anesthetic agent than 
from the real effects of chloroform upon the 
system, for I have frequently seen it ad- 
ministered in the most careless manner. I 
have seen a patient held down, and an in- 
haler put-close to his mouth, with the sponge 
filled with chloroform, and held there, not- 
withstanding the most violent struggles, 
until at last he is choked into a state of 
anesthesia, the pain of this process being 
much more severe than the operation itself. 
And I have met with people to whom it has 





been administered, and who strenuously de- 
clare, they will never undergo such punish- 
ment again ; they would much rather suffer 
the most severe operation than the sensation 
of smothering they experienced while the ’ 
chloroform was being administered to them. 
—Med. Times and Gaz. 

Jenner Monument.—We find in the Eng- 
lish Journals the following summary of the 
amounts collected for the proposed monu- 
ment to Jenner :— 

Collected, U.S. of America, £339 12s. 8d. 
ee Londonand Norway, 83 10 4 


ss Russia, 100 0 0 
se Other nations, 29 1 1 
“es G. Britain and Ire- 

land, 153 2 5 


Serious and Singular Accident to Profes- 
sor Lagenbeck.—This professor was sud- 
denly summoned to a lady dangerously ill © 
with dropsy. Without waiting for assist- 
ance, he proceeded to puncturation so suc- 
cessfully that he saved his patient from 
death. Some of the acrid discharge fell 
upon his hand, which he washed off without 
taking any farther notice of it; but soon 
afterwards his hand, arm, and the neigh- 
bouring regions throbbed and swelled to a 
great size, accompanied by febrile and in- 
flammatory symptoms, which left no doubt 
of the presence of very active animal poison. 
Fortunately, immediate remedies were ap- 
plied, and by defeating the agency of the 
poison, thus happily saved a very valuable 
life. Asa proof of the hold it got upon the 
system, Professor Lagenbeck’s body was 
covered with eruptions.— Lancet, June 4, 
1853, from Berlin Paper. 

Health in Persia.—The last accounts 
bring fearful intelligence of the ravages of 
pestilence and féver in Astraband, Mazra- 
deram, and the Turcoma Desert. In one 
province, the deaths from cholera number 
150 daily. The shah and court have fled to 
Imama, The towns of Shiraz and Surhan 
have been all but levelled to the ground by 
earthquakes, which destroyed 15,000 souls ; 
and to add to the calamity, the Zaindowed 
has been dried up, and from its muddy bed 
a frightful number of locusts arose, scatter- 
ing in swarms in all directions, to the great 
dismay of the inhabitants.—Lancet, July 9, 
1853. 





